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Background
In April 2020, the Town Board of Austerlitz, NY, voted to become a Climate
Smart Community (CSC). An important step in the CSC process is the
greenhouse gas (GHG) inventory. It is an accounting, analysis, and report of the
GHG emissions resulting from the day-to-day operations of our town. This
document is a summary of that information.

Data Gathering
It was decided at a Climate Committee Meeting between Jill Henck, Capital
District Regional Planning Commission (CDRPC) Senior Planner, and DeeAnn
Veeder, Climate Smart Task Force Coordinator, that 2019 would be the baseline
year to use for energy usage because it was pre-pandemic and the town hall
offices had been moved to the new town hall in January 2019.
DeeAnn collected and scanned the bills from 2019 NYSEG, HOP Energy and
Paraco with the help of Sue Haag, Town Clerk. The bills were passed on to Haley
Balcanoff, a masters graduate of Pratt Institute’s Sustainable Environmental
Systems and an intern with the CDRPC. Haley put the data into spreadsheets,
and created subsequent charts from CDRPC formulas. Haley and DeeAnn worked
together to proofread the data and analyze the charts.

The GHG Inventory includes:
● New Town Hall & Austerlitz History Center (Old Town Hall) shared* meter
(NYSEG)
● New Town Garage meter (NYSEG)
● Old Town Garage meter (NYSEG)
● Street light meter (NYSEG)
● Town Park Pavilion meter (NYSEG)
● Fuel oil for the town garage (HOP Energy)
● Diesel for the town garage vehicles (HOP Energy)
● Propane for Old Town Hall/New Historian Office & Museum (HOP &
Paraco)
*Because the New Town Hall and the Old Town Hall are combined on the same
NYSEG meter, we went back to 2015 NYSEG bills – before the New Town Hall
was up and running– and used an average of electric usage and cost for the Old
Town Hall for the purposes of getting a clear breakdown per facility.

Inventory Scopes
The Austerlitz GHG Inventory includes CSC Scope 1 [Direct GHG emissions:
natural gas, propane, or fuel oil] and Scope 2 [Indirect GHG emissions:
purchased electricity]. The CSC optional Scope 3 [Other Indirect GHG
emissions such as town employee commuting] is not included because the
minimal amount of emissions generated (perhaps a fraction of a percent) by the
small community of Austerlitz in this scope doesn’t seem to justify the work
required to obtain this data.

Key Findings
The Town government produced 248 US tons of greenhouse gas emissions in
2019. The largest contribution, at 60.4%, was diesel fuel for the town vehicles
followed by heating oil for the town garage, at 28.2%. Electricity accounted for
8.7% of GHG emissions, and propane heating for the Old Town Hall/New Town
History Museum was 2.7%.
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Austerlitz Greenhouse Gas Emissions by Energy Source

Overall the Town spent $51,188 on energy in 2019. The largest expense was on
diesel for Town vehicles, followed by electricity.

Cost of Energy Usage by Energy Source
Electricity
Heating Oil
Diesel
Propane

$10,861.77 (21.2%)
$5,621.79 (11%)
$33,520.76 (65.5%)

All Energy Sources

$51,188.29

$1,183.97 (2.3%)
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Percentage of Cost of Energy Usage by Energy Source

Looking specifically at emissions for the Town Garage and the Street Lighting in
2019, those emissions and costs can be expected to be reduced considerably for
electricity in 2021 due to the solar array installed on the town garage in 2020,
and the conversion to LED streetlights expected to be done by NYSEG in July
2021.
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GHG Emissions (tons) by Facility
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Opportunities to Reduce Greenhouse Gas Emissions
● Streetlights: According to New Lebanon’s GHG Summary, their switch
to LED streetlights in March 2020 used 62% less electricity in April-June
of 2020, and overall cost fell by 52%. Once NYSEG makes the conversion
for Austerlitz (projected for July 2021), we can expect a similar reduction
in emissions and cost.
● Town Garage Solar Array: The remote meter for the solar array on the
Town Garage was turned on by Consolidated Communications to relay
usage information to NYSEG on February 11, 2021. The savings were
immediate. Compared to March and April 2019, the energy usage for
March and April 2021 was reduced by 42%, and the cost was reduced by
74%. In May 2021, the NYSEG bill was $0, with usage at just 245 kW. The
solar panels produce more energy than is used by the garage. The excess
will offset the energy use at the town hall.
● Community Solar: A campaign is in the works to introduce Community
Solar to Austerlitz. This is a way for people to use solar energy through
solar farms in New York State without having to install their own solar
panels. The town is looking forward to helping make solar energy available
to more residents, at their option, through this Community Project the
town began in June 2021.

Additional Reporting Opportunities
This inventory only accounts for town government operations. Greenhouse gas
emissions for the broader community are another CSC action that can be pursued
to guide strategies for reducing the carbon footprint of Austerlitz.
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